
MANHATTAN PARK BOARD 
Regular Meeting Minutes 

Hansen Community Center 
397 South State Street, Manhattan IL 

Date: April 13, 2023  Time 7:00 pm 
 

Regular Scheduled Meeting 
Call to Order: 7:05 p.m.       
Roll Call: Bridget Hope, President, Kristy Byers, Vice-President, and Ed Ludwig, 
Commissioner 
Absent: Joe Farkas, Treasurer and Barbara Epps, Secretary 
Pledge of Allegiance: 
 
Regular Scheduled Meeting 
1. Changes to the Agenda: Director Kelly requested that items 6-9 be moved to after Public 

Comment 
 

2. Public Comment: None 
 

3. Action and Motion requested:  Move to approve the March, 2023, Treasurer's Report 
including the payment of bills in the amount of $119,262.28 which may include lodging 
and travel expenses.  
 
Motion: Kristy Byers-First, Ed Ludwig-Second 
Roll Call: Bridget Hope, President, Kristy Byers, Vice-President, and Ed Ludwig, 
Commissioner 
Motion approved: 3-0 

4. Consent Agenda:  
a. Action and Motion requested: Move to approve the following Consent Agenda 

Items:  
i. March 9, 2023, Regular Meeting Minutes 

Motion: Ed Ludwig-First, Kristy Byers-Second 
Roll Call: Bridget Hope, President, Kristy Byers, Vice-President, and Ed Ludwig, 
Commissioner 
Motion approved: 3-0 
 

5. Old Business 
a. MFPD acquisition update: Director Kelly and Pam Beck, legal counsel, provided 

an update on the remaining steps to be fulfilled to take ownership of the MFPD 
Firehouse. 

b. Hansen Community Center Updates: Director Kelly provided an update on the 
progress of the work being completed at the Hansen Community Center. 

c. Village of Manhattan: Downtown Revitalization Plan: President Hope updated 
the Board on a meeting that she and Director Kelly attended regarding the 
Village’s Downtown Revitalization Plan. President Hope stated that overall, she is 
appreciative of the response to our concerns and is happy with the progress of 
the plan. 



d. Decennial Committee: Director Kelly stated that the committee must be formed 
by the June meeting and that staff will make recommendations on community 
members to be a part of the committee.  

 
6. New Business: 

a. Presentation of the first draft of the 2023/2024 Budget: Director Kelly presented 
the first draft of the 2023/2024 Fiscal Year Budget. He commended staff for their 
efforts as the budget process went very smoothly and the Recreation and 
Corporate Budgets are balanced. Capital will be completed for the May meeting 
with the budget being available for public feedback following the May meeting and 
final approval of the Budget and Appropriation Ordinance in June.  

 
7. Communications: Director Kelly provided a hard copy of the letter from Tressler that was 

emailed to them directly regarding new GASB requirements. 
 

8. Presidents Report: President Hope thanked staff for their efforts daily.  
 

9. Staff and Committee Reports:  
a. Executive Director: Director Kelly outlined the operations of the district for the 

month. He included details from all areas of the organization. He specifically 
brought the board up to date on the status of events, programs, and general 
maintenance.  

b. L-Way Special Rec: Director Kelly reminded the board that LWSRA will be asking 
for approval to maintain the .025 that was dedicated towards the building to 
continue for future capital needs.  

c. Village Government Agency Meeting: Director Kelly stated that he was unable to 
attend the last meeting. 

d. Foundation Committee: Director Kelly updated the Board on the status of the 
Foundation. He will be requesting that the members of the Foundation minimally 
maintain the 501C3 status for the benefit of the Park District.  

 
 

10. Motion to Adjourn for Executive Session for the following purpose: None 
 

12. Closed Session Action Items: None 
 

13. Next Meeting: Regular meeting held, May 11, 2023, at the Hansen Community Center 
at 7:00 p.m.  

 
14. Final Adjournment: 

a. Motion Requested:  Kristy Byers, First, Ed Ludwig-Second 
b. Vote: Aye: 3 Nay: 0 Motion Passed 3-0 
Adjournment: 8:08 p.m. 

 


